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s? S :«c2K E ?niffe“ CKL0G IN SECUR,TY RECHECKS for intelligence uorkers 

WASHINGTON- 

CIA Director William Casey acknowledges that, desDite risina rnnrom 
intelligence leaks, every u.S. intelligence agency he oversees is 3 heh,„n 
schedule in reinvestigating its employees for security r!sks. 

„ ir Ca “'' 01ame “ a recent spa« of intelligence leaks on "a Breakdown in 

Sff, C cfals ne neeo %'r M 
secrets leaked to then, while the government 


director of the National Security Agency, and CIA Deputy Director &rt M. 


During the interview, the- .off icials played down their recent throve 
criminal prosecution against news organizations which print secrets ahnnt 
gathering of communications intelligence and even Lacked nff ? ! , all f t the 
warning they had issued only the night before to report 3 

espionage trial of former NSA communications expert P Ranald Pelton. 9 

Casey said, “We recognize that the first line of defense is tn i™,,. 
discipline within government itself to contrni i-ho c ® aj ® 

information within “the government "He was asked whether r he ST'XZ, 
agencies he supervises as director of central intoiis/ the u - s - lntell igence 
virtually all of them, were vears hehi n f \ elligBnCe > whlch deludes 
polygraph tests and background checks of .their emplSyees^ 011 " 9 r ° Utl " e neM 

"I think they're behind schedule, yeah. But it varies how far,- Casey said. 

Odom responded: -That's the kind of question I don't want to oursu, 
year, the government admitted in federal court that Larrv uu tai P r h S Ust 
communist spy inside CIA for three decades, had taken only" one pSly'grapS l " M< 

test after he was employed, although CIA tries to redo them every five years 

;?I" the K BSt> 8ven though he had amassed extensive personal holdings 

that could have been picked up by a reinvestigation. y 

Nevertheless, Casey said, "We're adding resoures right along, it's a long 

?r?noef’ Y ° uve got t0 train Polygraphers."The Pentagon, which trains the 
largest number of government polygraph operators, has testified that it can onl< 

t0 concluct 3 > 500 additional tests each year. There are 4.3 million 
federal employees with access to classified information. 


"It's not something we can do overnight," Gates said. "But efforts are under 
way. Casey said he and Odom had taken extraordinary steps in the last several 
weeks to dissuade news organizations from publishing intelligence secrets 
because: Every method we have of obtaining intelligence _ our agents our 
relationships with other intelligence services, our photographic ~aur 
electronic, our communications capabilities _ nave been damaged. Everyone of 
them has been severely damaged by disclosures of sensitive information that lets 
our adversaries defeat those capabilities and to literally take them away from 


- v, ’i &n;:d 
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"This is costing the taxpayers billions and billions of dollars an « „ 
importantly, Americans' and our national security are at risk "r aeo ^ ? re 
both said there were agents who had not been heard from after’ thei/ ^ b3tes 

lnteliigence-gathering operations had been disclosed in this count rv thr 
declined to provide details. country. They 

Complaining that news organizations had unfairly accused the Government -, f 

«« U* ° f the PreSS ’ Gat6S aeSCrl0ea " hat the 

"What we're after is ... an acceptance of the notion that thP mBrt « a 
a responsibility to the country to be careful about these Unas of things * 

"And second, to convey to you all that when you hear these thi««c u- 
are trying to stop coming out of the Government tha . . th lngs whlch we 
consult with us. Hopefully if it is a fl sfpiS. nrnhi.1 W you be willi "9 to 
use it at all. But if you insist on going ahead-* to' "try*?,, ^vei^® y ° U not t0 
conveying what you want to say that minimizes the' damaae and the r °? 3 way of 
sources. "The interview came as administration sources insist inn t0 our 
described the Justice Department as extremelv St ? anonymity, 

recent request that NBC News be prosed reoortino Casey ’^ 

Soviet Union about an expensive technical Methnr^n* lf1 ^ E hat Pelton Told the 
use of American submarines technical method of eavesdropping involving the 

arSSj Sarra* S “ 

fi'S'Swrar »»'■ ”• - 

tssa 90ve ™ ent " a ‘ “ S *°~ on „ 

Although they complained about the criticism of their statement hnth r aco „ 
and Odom tempered the remarks a bit on Thursday. ^tement, both Casey 

'If I had it to do over again, I might not use that word, "Casey said "I 
might use 'extrapolation. '"Odom added, "There's nothing in there that 

KoVrVjM 

? 7 fk SHr 

events I bo Tgr Se tnat a better uora ttiin speculation coulo have been 
found. Casey and Odom were asked why in the Pelfon trial the nnvrrnmont >c 
“X Pt he"i 9 , t0 Prot.ct information tLt is u.dely "noL, to u s’ repSJters anb 
widely believed to be known to the Soviet Union such as the wiretaoDino hJ 
u.s. agents of telephones at the Soviet Embassy here. etapping by 

see 0 mf„5l S ;‘lru=rprcr^T S ,n^ a — 
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